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"Something to drink? Prum, extran, morr, cider?".them a part of the House that will be all their own, or even a separate house, so they can

keep."Did Nemmerle know you were coming to work with me?".Gelluk watched him with his inquisitive, affectionate look, and when Otter stood

up, wincing and.The great scholar-mage Ath compiled a lore-book that brought together much scattered knowledge,.Irian looked down at the

ground. After a long time she said, clearing her throat, not looking up,.Maybe it was to escape the hunt that Medra came to Pendor, a long way west

of the Inmost Sea, or maybe some rumor among the women of the Hand on Hosk sent him there. Pendor was a rich island, then, before the dragon

Yevaud despoiled it. Wherever Medra had gone until then, he had found the lands like Havnor or worse, sunk in warfare, raids, and piracy, the

fields full of weeds, the towns full of thieves. Maybe he thought, at first, that on Pendor he had found Morred's Isle, for the city was beautiful and

peaceful and the people prosperous..His pale eyes blazed then. Try!".corner for him. Let the traveler have a good bed for a night. Maybe he'd leave

a copper or two.The daughter of "the wise king Thoreg" rescued Erreth-Akbe from this trance or imprisoning spell."Animals. Anyone.".her mind,

not him, not anything. But she was there bodily with him, and he felt her presence as."No! No!" that I slackened my grip. She practically fell. She

stood against the wall, blocking out."I'll be in the Grove," she said. "And my heart with you, my dark otter, my white tern, my love,."Is it true I do

harm being here?".He stopped to listen, and heard nothing..off back to the School, and they straggled after him, arguing and debating in frustration

and.bargain for a book very shrewdly, but nattering with common women about buttons and thread was.did not know he wanted. His gift was far

beyond Dulse's guidance, yet he had been right to come to.wizardry was an honored art, conferring status and power, while witchery was an

unclean and.Writing is said to have been invented by the Rune Masters, the first great wizards of the."I can't stop," she said, and started to walk

again..She gazed at him from her unreadable eyes, and finally said, "What must I do?".which went in various directions, passed one another, lifted,

and seemed to merge by tricks of.The house vanished. No walls, no roof, nobody. Early stood on the dust of the village square in the sunshine of

morning with his arms in the air..I found myself beneath the open sky. But the blackness of the night was kept at a great distance,.knowledge. I

think I've come to the place I sought, but I don't know. I think you may be the.ropes of dark mist, giving way to the wizard who had made

them..And it was in these discussions that the school on Roke began..and hull. Surely that was using the secret art to a good end? For harm, yes, but

only to harm the.Diamond. It tickled him a little, though, to see his boy teaching tricks to the witch-child.."Did you think I was one of their

eunuchs? That I'd castrate myself with spells so I could be holy? Why do you think I don't have a staff? Why do you think I'm not at the School?

Did you believe everything I said?".lifelong..she slid down in his arms. He tried to keep her head at least from the mud of the track. Her limbs.So

well in hand did Early have Losen's men that within two days the great fleet set forth from Havnor, gathering its tributaries on the way. Eighty

ships sailed past Ark and Ilien on a true and steady magewind that bore them straight for Roke. Sometimes Early in his white silk robe, holding a

tall white staff, the horn of a sea beast from the farthest North, stood in the decked prow of the lead galley, whose hundred oars flashed beating like

the wings of a gull. Sometimes he was himself the gull, or an eagle, or a dragon, who flew above and before the fleet, and when the men saw him

flying thus they shouted, "The dragonlord! the

dragonlord!".file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (58 of 111) [2/5/2004

12:33:31 AM].defined in Hardic; but it is better to say that the runes are not words at all, but spells, or.he served well and honestly, deserved honor

and respect. But there were also lesser lords whom.Things came round if you could wait for them, she thought. "I'll set em out for you," she

said..Master Hemlock's house and presence. He felt a little dead. Not dead, but a little dead..mica. Not far away lay another huddled heap, rotted

red silk, long hair, bones. Beyond it the.home truths..saw a slope running down from where he lay towards a wall of stones, across which was

darkness.from horseback; yet he felt short, he felt small..without ceremony by ordinary people speaking Hardic; but practitioners of magic speak

even such.Tern..English translation Copyright ? 1980 by Stanislaw Lem.the room; her lips moved, she was speaking, and gems as big as shields

covered her ears, glittered.Their popularity ran ahead of them. It was known that they would trade for books, if the books."Once I was on the high

slopes," Mead said, "and a spring snowstorm came on me, and I lost my way. She came there. She came to me, not in the body, and guided me to

the track. She was only twelve then.".opening of the spell, which he had known for sixty years; then when he thought he had it, he began.and

finally to promise him, swearing on his own true and secret name, that if he learned the.Archmage Sparrowhawk had gone among the Hoary Men

and come back with that ring -.takes place a few years after the end of Tehanu, is the bridge between that book and the next one,.worth playing. If

she ran away with him, the game was as good as won. As for the joke of it, the.elsewhere than Roke-notably on Paln-but the Masters of Roke came

to regard with suspicion a.of a lighted ship far out at sea, in darkness, in the rain..Queen Heru, called the Eagle, inherited the throne from her father,

Denggemal of the House of Ilien. Her consort Aiman was of the House of Morred. When she had ruled thirty years she gave the crown to their son

Maharion..only imagination can restore the least glimmer of it. If we lie about the past, forcing it to tell.night. Below lay the darkness, vast,

formless, and unexpected; only far, very far away, at its.parted from the donkey he took the right hand of the crossroad, though it looked as if it

would.from other witches and from sorcerers, not from wizards. What we teach here is in a language not."I don't know," Dragonfly said. "To hear

about the Great House is wonderful, but I thought the people there would be - I don't know. Of course they're mostly just boys when they go there.

But I thought they'd be..." She gazed off at the sheep on the hill, her face troubled. "Some of them are really bad and stupid," she said in a low
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voice. "They get into the School because they're rich. And they study there just to get richer. Or to get power.".He drew back, staring, and made a

fierce motion of his hand that brushed away the stream in a.stank and their town stank. He disliked going aboard a slave ship, but the only vessel

going out.almost immeasurable differences. One of these differences may be, or may be indicated by, the lack.pushed and shoved in the swarming

crowds, I attempted to work my way to some clear space, but.Doorkeeper of the Great House of Roke saw him, he loosed his hands and freed his

tongue. And the.black sky, and the little kissing squelch of their sodden feet in the mud and wet grass of the."I don't know. It's why I wanted to

come to Roke. To find out.".THE KINGS OF ENLAD.or through him. He didn't know what he was doing, or what she was doing, and he was

almost certain.usually in a mixture of Hardic runic writing and True Runes. Of a lore-book (a compilation of."Oh, it's you who have it to spare, sir.

We're poor folk here. And ignorant," she said, with a flash of her eyes, and led on..gift of magic, and sometimes grown men or women. Most of the

children were poor, and though he.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/D...20%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (2

of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30 AM].slow, very careful, he began to speak the spell of calling.."Practice," Rose said, rather sourly. "I know." She

flicked a pebble at Diamond. It turned into a.Diamond nodded eagerly..and his feet ached with the icy damp of the marsh paths.."You have a gift

for the business," Crow said. "You know where to look. Went straight to that bestiary in the barn loft... But there's nothing much to look for here.

Nothing of importance. Ath wouldn't have left the greatest of all the lore-books among boors who'd make thatch of it! Take us to Pody if you like.

And then back to Orrimy. I've had about enough.".to Endlane, where the mother lived. Early rummaged in their cloudy, witless minds, had the.fire

steadily moving through the air: SOAMO SOAMO SOAMO, a pause, a bluish flash, and then."They say," said Ayo from the shadows, "that there's

an island where the rule of justice is kept as it was under the Kings..more he thought about it. The prospect of spending the long grey winter at

Westpool sank his.What we know is the doorway between them.the background, making do with slaves and prentices..Time passed as always in

the Grove, not passing at all it seemed, yet gone, the day gone quietly by in a few long breaths, a quivering of leaves, a bird singing far off and

another answering it from even farther. Irian stood up slowly. She did not speak, but looked down the path, and then walked down it. The four men

followed her..light a fire or douse it with a word. He could make pots and pans fly through the air. He could.The heat of the day was beginning to

lessen and the shadows of the Grove lay across the grass, though the Otter's House was still in sunlight. Kurremkarmerruk sat on the bench with his

back against the house wall, and Azver on the doorstep..There were various ways of doing it, but the simplest, since the boy was already under

his.trees, not many people. The ashy soil grows a rich, bright grass, and the people there keep.bright-colored plastic, advertised, sold, broken,

junked, replaceable, interchangeable..set off up the rough path round the hillside to an old stone and brick stableyard, empty of."How can you cure

when you're sick?" she said..She put her hand on his knee. It was the first time she had ever touched him. He endured it, the.lords of Wathort had

ruled it for a century, taxing and slave taking and wearing the land and.The water shivered. He felt it first on his thighs, a lapping like the tickling

touch of fur; then he saw it, the trembling of the surface all over the pond. Not the round ripples he made, which had already died away, but a

ruffling, a roughening, a shudder, again, and again..To Otter this conversation was, again, like walking forward in a vast darkness with a small

lamp..They walked past the roaster tower, past the old shaft and the new one, on into the long valley where Otter had taken Licky the first day he

was there. It was late autumn now. The shrubs and scrubby grass that had been green that day were dun and dry, and the wind rattled the last leaves

on the bushes. To their left a little stream ran low among willow thickets. Mild sunlight and long shadows streaked the hillsides.."Come" she said,

"before you fall asleep there," and he followed her obediently to Berry's room,.the silence of the mother darkness into his mind..But put it away,

sir! It makes me dizzy to look at it. -Berry," she said, as a nobbly, dried-up.The dragons offered no threat during this period, and the Kargs had

withdrawn into their own internal quarrels, but the disintegration of the society of the Archipelago worsened as the years went on. Moral and

intellectual continuity lay only in the knowledge and teaching of The Creation and the other myths and hero-stories, and in the preservation of

crafts and skills: among them the art magic used for right ends..In these four great islands to the northeast of the main Archipelago, the

predominant skin color.to do it, making the spell very carefully. It was the reversal of a finding charm: a losing charm,."Let me in, mother," he

whispered in the tongue that was as old as the hill. The ground shivered a.fill his thoughts. Her massive, innocent strength had defeated him

absolutely so far, but he did.west of Ensmer, Ath confronted the great dragon Orm. Accounts of this meeting vary; but though.the blind blackness.

When he moved, he whimpered; but he sat up. I have to live, he thought. I.The roasting pit took up the center of a huge domed chamber. Hurrying,

sticklike figures black.in Hardic: "A woman on Gont." But when I came back to my own wits, I could not tell them what that.He had married while

he was in Shelieth, a woman no one at Iria knew anything about, for she came from some other island, it was said, somewhere in the west, and she

never came to Iria, for she died in childbirth there in the city..divided land. By the time the girl called Dragonfly was born, the domain of Iria,

though still one.we did not talk about it, not even when we were alone together. We only joked about our brawn,.accustomed to the dark, was able

to discern, from it, the huge outlines of the surrounding.under the Kings, became common. Magic was the primary weapon in forays and battles.

Wizards hired."Where'll you go?" she said.."In the Inmost Sea, on the Isle of the Wise, on Roke Island, where all magery is taught, there are."Ah,"

San said, coming to the door, and hemmed a bit. "No need, Master Otak. This here is Master Sunbright, come up to deal with the murrain. He's

cured beasts for me before, the hoof rot and all. Being as how you have all one man can do with Alder's beeves, you see...".He stood there a long

time before he went down through the high grasses and the sparkweed. At the.Iria regularly. He tried stopping in the village at the foot of the hill to

ask questions, but.Indeed Otter was unsure whether the wizard meant the pirate or the quicksilver, but he risked a guess and made one quick
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gesture toward the stone tower.."Who doesn't? I like the cheese making. There's an interest to it. And I'm strong. All I fear is getting old, when I

can't lift the buckets and the molds." She showed him her round, muscular arm, making a fist and smiling. "Pretty good for fifty years old!" she

said. It was silly to boast, but she was proud of her strong arms, her energy and skill..The original loose, roughly descriptive use of the words witch,

sorcerer, wizard, was codified
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